PARENTAGE   AND   BOYHOOD
antagonists and enemies before he was born; and if they
continued to keep up the outward forms of acquaintance-
ship, which of course brought them often into contact,
they would naturally hate each other all the more/'
Lady Louisa, though -a staunch partisan of her grand-
mother, does not carry on the vendetta; she admits that
Horace Walpole's affection for his mother "was so much
the most amiable point in his character, and his expressions
whenever he names or alludes to her are so touching, come
so direcdy and evidently from the heart, that one would fain
think of her as he did." But, she goes on to say^ the opinion
of Lady Walpole's character which Lady Mary transmits
does not rest " solely nor yet principally " on Lady Mary's
authority* It was so current that, when Captain Gulliver
gravely vindicated the reputation of Lord Treasurer Flimnap's
wife from a scandalous charge of intrigue with the ** Man
Mountain," everyone understood an ironic application.
The " Lord Treasurer" of Great Britain showed no Lilli-
putian uneasiness about his wife's conduct, and all the world
knew this, " He professed it his own method to go his own
way and to let madam go hers," said Lady Louisa. In a
word, c< Horace Walpole himself was generally supposed to
be the son of Carr, Lord Hervey, and Sir Robert not to be
ignorant of it"
There is no question about Sir Robert's sexual irregular-
ities ; indeed he is said to have affected a reputation for them,
and from 1728 onwards he lived openly with Miss Catherine
Skerritt, Vhom he married after Lady Walpole's death,
Horace Walpole was born on September 24, 1717 (O.S.)*
Of the four children already born to the Walpoles, the
youngest, a daughter, was then eleven years jld. As the
fifth child grew up, "one striking circumstance," says
Lady Louisa, a was visible to the naked eye; no beings in
human shape could resemble each other less than the two
passing for father and son; and while thek reverse of like-
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